
No More
English Rule
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Being ruled by faraway Great Britain had its

problems. The colonists paid taxes to the English

king, but had no say in the laws being made. 

Many colonists did 

not like this. Some

colonists got VERY

angry, so Britain sent

soldiers to keep the

peace. MORE fights

broke out and even

MORE soldiers came! 

Finally, in 1776, many colonists

decided  to break away from 

the king and start a new country. 

A group of colonists wrote a 

letter, called the Declaration 

of Independence.

WORD TO KNOW

Declaration
(deck-luh-RAY-shun)

A very important
statement



The declaration told the

king of England that the

colonists were no longer

part of the British Empire. 

It said that Americans

deserved “life, liberty,

and the pursuit of

happiness.”

The king was angry!

Set Us Free!

The writers of the
Declaration of
Independence
talked about every
word in their letter.
How did all their
hard work change
America?
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A War to
Be Free

The British soldiers
wore coats of bright
red, so the Americans
called them
“redcoats.” 

The war lasted for

many years. 

Many brave

soldiers, 

including 

Indians, 

fought and 

died.

American soldiers
often wore coats of
blue, but many had no
uniforms at all. 
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WORD TO
KNOW

Revolution
(rev-uh-loo-shun)

A fight by many
people to change
the government

The American Revolution 

was a war fought 

between America 

and Great Britain. 



Freedom!

George Washington was from 
Virginia. He was a brave soldier
and a great leader.

The Battle of Yorktown, in
Virginia, was the last battle of
the American Revolution.
What is happening in this
picture? 
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George Washington was picked to

lead the American soldiers into

war. Fighting started in the North,

but the final battle of the war took

place in Yorktown, Virginia.

Washington helped America win!

The United States became a new

country.


